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the mekong region ramsar initiative

Report of the side meeting held during the Ramsar COP9

Wednesday, 9 November 2006.

Introduction

A round table meeting was held for invited participants from the six countries of the wider Mekong region – China, Myanmar, Thailand, Lao PDR, Cambodia, and Vietnam – to discuss the potential for establishing a Mekong Region Ramsar Initiative. The aim of the meeting was to assess the added value of establishing such an initiative, and the mechanisms for taking the idea forward. The participants attending the meeting are shown in Annex 1. The agenda and briefing paper are shown in Annex 2.

Process

The meeting was opened by Peter-John Meynell, UNDP Team Leader for the Mekong Wetlands Biodiversity Programme. He provided the context for this side event, outlined the work of the MWBP and its linkages and support to Ramsar. He pointed out that the proposed geographic scope of the 
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